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INTKODUCTION. 



In the history of the Patriarchs, so 
beautifully related in the Bible, there is 
much that can be understood very easily. 
But as they Uved in a country and 
climate very different from those of 
England, and observed customs quite 
irnhke ours, we can enjoy their simple 
story (as it is told in the Word of God) 
very much more when we have learned 
something of their habits. It so happens 
that though the European nations have 
much changed their way of living in the 
course of centuries, many of the people 
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X INTRODUCTION. 

of the East have the same manners and 
mode of life, as they had in the very 
earliest times. Since travelling has become 
much easier than it was formerly, nume- 
rous accounts of Eastern manners have 
been written. It is hoped that this little 
work, which unites illustrations of man- 
ners with the historical narrative con- 
tained in the book of Genesis, may pre- 
pare some (who have neither time nor 
opportunity to study larger works on 
the same subject) to read with more 
intelligence and delight the Holy Word 
of God. 



The only account of the state of the 
world before the flood is contained in 
the Bible. There we are told that men 
Uved to a very great age. The oldest 
man was nearly 1000 years old before 
he died. After Adam and Eve had dis- 
obeyed God, and brought sin into the 
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world, Satan was successful in tempting 
their descendants to sin. So that most 
men and women spent their lives not in 
trying to serve God better every day, but 
in following their own natural will, which 
Was now contrary to God's will; and 
thus they became exceedingly wicked. If 
bad habits are practised but for a few 
years, it is very difficult to give them up. 
How deeply rooted they must have been 
when they were practised by bad men 
for hundreds of years! 

From the beginning, there were a few 
who, though they had, like all Adam's 
descendants, bad incUnations derived from 
him, yet strove against them ; and, by 
praying to God, gained help to serve 
Him. Abel was one of these; and 
when, by the wickedness of his brother 
Cain, he was murdered, God blessed Adam 
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with another good pon, whose name was 
Seth. Enoch, who descended from Seth, 
spent his long Kfe in God's service, and 
by prayer and obedience during more 
than three hundred years, he became so 
holy, that God did not suffer him to im- 
dergo the punishment of death, and he 
was taken to Heaven without dying. 

About 1655 years after the Creation, 
there was but one family in all the world 
who honoured their Maker. This was 
the family of Noah. God revealed to 
Noah that He intended to destroy all the 
inhabitants of the earth by bringing 
water over the dry land to such a depth 
as to drown all. You well know that 
God's word came true, and that only 
eight persons were saved from drowning. 

No doubt when Noah came out upon 
the green earth and gave thanks for his 
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wonderful preservation, he hoped that 
his God would never more be so deeply 
offended by His creatures as He had 
been. He and his sons must have been 
careful to remind their children often of 
the awful scene they had witnessed— of 
the terror and misery of the whole human 
race when, after they had despised God's 
mercy. He swept them away by His 
power. It cannot be that the impression 
of this awful event was soon lost. 

In these early ages of the world, the 
instruction of children was managed dif- 
ferently from what it is now. There were 
no written books. But all the principal 
events which had happened in the world 
before the flood were kept in memory. 
Noah and his sons knew them all. They 
had clearly in their minds that plain and 
short account contained in the first nine 
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chapters of Genesis ; and by little and 
little, they told it over to their children, 
taking care that they should not forget 
or omit any part. This mode of teaching 
is described in one of the Psahns : " God 
commanded our forefathers to teach their 
children, that their posterity might know- 
it ; and the children which were yet un- 
born ; to the intent that when they came 
up, they might show their children the 
same ; that they might put their trust 
in God, and not forget the works of 
God, but to keep His commandments." 

If a very long and particular account 
of those 1655 years before the flood had 
been kept in memory, and it had been 
the duty of each father to teach it to his 
children, their whole time would have 
been taken up in learning it thoroughly. 

As there were other occupations fo^* 
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them besides that of learning the history 
of the world, it was told in as few words 
as possible. 

We may tell from the short account 
given in those nine chapters, that the 
Ante-diluvians did not live an indolent 
life. They cultivated the ground and 
kept cattle. Some lived in tents, and 
others bmlt cities. They wrought metals, 
and made musical instruments. 

After the flood, the length of life was 
shortened to about 120 years; and 
though some lived beyond that age, a 
greater number did not reach it. But 
Noah, like his forefathers, was permitted 
to live a very long time on earth, and did 
not die till he was 950 years old. His 
tents, and those of his family, were 
pitched near the great river Euphrates. 
His descendants went on increasing ; and 
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in time they resolved to form a settled 
kingdom, and to bmld a large central city 
and tower (see Gen. xi. 5). But as God 
saw that while some famiUes remembered 
Him and worshipped Him, others had 
forgotten to instruct their children in 
obedience to His laws, and were careless 
whether they pleased Him or not. He put 
forth His power to hinder then* work. 
He reminded them that without His per- 
mission they could do nothing. Up to 
this time, all had spoken one language. 
God now confounded their tongues " that 
they might not understand one another's 
speech. So the Lord scattered them 
abroad from thence upon the face of all 
the earth ; and they left off to build the 
city." Its name was called Babel, or 
confusion. 
The families of Shem, Noah's eldest 



8 A SUNDAY BOOK 

son, remained where they were, and, gra- 
duaUy spreading to the east, peopled Asia. 
Those of Hana, the second son, pitched 
their tents in Canaan, which was so 
named after Ham's eldest son. They 
also spread into Egypt, which is some- 
times called in the Bible the land of 
Ham. Japheth's sons travelled to the 
north-west, first into Asia Minor, and 
then into Europe. 

God gave to Noah the power of fore- 
telling what should happen. He com- 
manded him to pronounce a blessing on 
the descendants of Shem and Japheth; 
and Japheth's blessing was a larger one 
than that pf Shem, and seemed to show 
that the nations descending from hini 
should be more important, for he said, 
" God shall enlarge Japheth, and he 
^hall dwell in the tents of Shem." 
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Ham had treated his father with dis- 
respect, and by this sin, which is very 
hateful in the sight of God, he brought a 
punishment on his descendants, for God 
said, " Cursed be Canaan, a servant of 
servants shall he be unto his brethren." 
History tells us that degraded races of 
men (many of whom have suffered the 
most cruel slavery) have descended from 
Ham. 

The liegroes of Africa are among these ; 
and we see at this day that the European 
and American nations, descendants of 
Japheth, are more active and powerful 
than the people of Asia. 



CHAPTER II. 

THE FAMILI OF TEBAH.— H18 IDOLAtEY.- 



The tistory contained in God's Holy 
Word, after relating how the earth was 
thus overspread by the descendants of 
Noah's three sons, tells little more of the 
European and Asiatic nations. At first 
the scattered tribes of men lived in tents, 
and the head of every &mily was its chief. 
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and had no king above him. Among 
the Arabians and the Scotch Highlanders, 
and in large parts of America and Asia, 
this same early fashion is still kept up. 
Each clan or tribe is made up of famiUes 
who are related to one another, and the 
head of the eldest branch of the famiUes 
is chief of all, and is looked up to as the 
director and guide. But in many in- 
stances the tribes joined, and chose one 
chief of a family to be king of aU, the 
other chiefs consenting to be ruled by 
him. Or a chief became so powerftil as 
to deprive the weaker neighbouring chiefs 
of their authority; and possess himself of 
their property, and force them to obey 
him. 

Thus, in one way or another, powerful 
nations were gradually formed imder des- 
potic kings, rich and proud cities were 
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built, and the monarch had a splendid 
court. The sacred history gives us no par^ 
ticular account of these nations,butchooses 
out one pastoral family from among the 
descendants of Shem, and traces the 
history of that one family whose doings 
seemed but of little importance to the 
rest of the world. For the history con- 
tained in the Old Testament is not that 
of all nations. It is the history of the 
church of God — of those people who were 
chosen out from among mankind to keep 
up the knowledge of His laws, and of that 
family from whom, in God's good time, 
the Saviour was bom. He who came to be 
a blessing to all the nations of the earth. 
This one pastoral family to whom the 
history turns was living in tents on the 
borders of the river Euphrates, at a place 
called Ur of the Chaldees. 
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Terah was the patriarch or father of 
this family. It pleased God to give very 
great importance to the heads of famihes. 
It WQS they who conducted the worship 
of God, and were the priests to offer sa- 
crifices ; for from the time that Adam 
brought sin into the world, God showed 
men that great truth, that He could only 
pardon sin by the shedding of innocent 
blood. He taught this truth by com- 
manding the sacrifice of animals; and 
though the blood of lambs, and bulls, 
and goats, could not take away sin, the 
priests and people were every day re- 
minded of what they well knew, that 
these sacrifices were but representations 
of the Lamb of God, who is said in the 
New Testament to have been " slain from 
the foundation of the world ; " and that 
His blood cleansed from all sin. 
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All the younger people lived in great 
subjection to the patriarch. They heard 
from his mouth continually the history of 
God's doings in the world from the be- 
ginning, the duty of man, and the conse- 
quences of obedience and disobedience. 
It would have been well if the patriarchs 
had kept up the clear and true knowledge 
of God as it had been received from 
Noah. They did not wholly forget the 
truths they had been taught, but they 
mixed up fancies of their own with them, 
and, by degrees, these inventions gained 
more attention than God's word; and 
thus the descendants of Shem, who had 
certainly heard that " God made two 
great Ughts, the greater light to rule the 
day, and the lesser Ught to rule the night, 
and that He made the stars also," began 
to deceive themselves by supposing that 
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the Maker of these glorious heavenly 
bodies must be too great and high to 
listen to their prayer, and that it would 
be safer to approach Him by praying to 
the sun, and moon, and stars themselves. 
It is supposed that this was the earUest 
kind of false worship, and that to make 
images of the objects worshipped was a 
second step in error. We are told in the 
Bible that they are " without excuse " who 
have first become idolaters, for that God 
gave them ample means of knowing Him 
rightly ; and that the secret reason for 
error is hatred to that which is good, 
" loving darkness rather than light." 

The patriarch Terah, who lived in Ur 
of the Chaldees, had fallen into this error 
of his countrymen. He did not worship 
the true God alone, but had "other gods." 
He had a family of three sons, Haran, 
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Nahor, and Abram. Among the Jews 
and Mahommedans there is an old tra- 
dition still kept up, that Abram was so 
indignant at the use of images in his 
father's family, that on one occasion he 
made a large &e and threw them all into 
it to destroy them ; and that his brother 
Haran, in trying to snatch them out, 
perished in the flames. Ur signifies fire 
in the Chaldean language ; and it is said 
that the name was given from this cir- 
cumstance. The Scripture only tells us 
that Haran died early, and that the true 
God appeared to Abram when he still 
lived at Ur of the Chaldees in Meso- 
potamia, and commanded him to leave 
that country, for He intended that he 
should live in a land that '*He would 
show him." Terah's family, therefore, all 
removed together after Haran's death to 
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a place not very far from Ur, and still in 
Mesopotamia. This place was Haran, or 
Charran, as it is also spelt (see Acts 
vii. 2). It is thought that, as Terah was 
now a very old man, his sons did not like 
him to travel further than Charran, and 
that God did not expressly command 
Abram to hasten his journey on, or to se- 
parate at this time from his family. They 
Uved together fifteen years at Charran, 
and then Terah died at the age of 205 
years. Abram was 75 years of age 
when his father died. This was the 
prime of life when men did not die till 
they were nearly double that age. 

If he had been brought up in idolatry 
while he lived in Ur, no doubt he had 
quite given it up and served the one 
living and true God during those fifteen 
years at Charran ; for God again spoke 

c 
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to him, and told him that he was to go 
forth as the patriarch of his own family, 
to separate from his brother Nahor and 
all his relatives, except those which were 
of his own iinmediate household. These 
were only two besides himself, for Abram 
had no children ; and his wife Sarai and 
his nephew Lot (the son of his brother 
Haran, who had died) formed his family. 
But as Terah, his father, had been a 
wealthy man, whose riches were flocks 
and herds of cattle, and as, on his death, 
Abram inherited his proper portion of 
them, he had a large number of shep- 
herds and men and women-servants, or 
rather, slaves, whose business it was to 
take care of the cattle. It has been so 
common to oppress slaves, and to treat 
them with cruelty, that the word slave 
with us sounds like the name of a 
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miserable and helpless being. But the 
slaves who were in the family of Terah 
and other patriarchs were kindly used by 
their masters, provided for when they 
grew too old for work, nursed m sickness, 
and cared for as children in one family. 
Thus it is still among the Highland 
tribes. The lowest member of the clan, 
if old or unfit for labour, never feels deso- 
late and neglected. All of the same clan 
have a strong affection for one another. 
It is when men forget God as the one 
Father of all the family of mankind, that 
they also forget that all men ought to 
have brotherly love to one another. As 
soon as Abram was plainly commanded 
to leave Charran, he obeyed. 

He loved God better than any other 
being, or any other thing. No doubt it 
was a great trial to him to leave Charran, 

c 2 
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whore his father's last days had been 
spent, and where his brother was, and 
his friends; and he may have become 
much attached to the place. 

lie may also have feared to fall among 
nnruly tribes of men, who were living 
lawless lives, for such there were by this 
tituo in many places. It is true God made 
him a promise that a great future good 
should arise from his obedience ; for He 
said that his seed should inherit the new 
land ho should be led into, and that at a 
future time all nations should be blessed 
in him. But the promises had nothing to 
do with his present safety ; and unless he 
had truly trusted in God as his best 
friend, there was nothing to induce him 
to obey; for we are told, "By faith 
Abram, when he was called to go out 
into a place which he should after receive 
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as an inheritance, obeyed ; and he went 
out, not knowing whither he went." 

He was not told at first where it was 
intended that he should settle, though he 
knew the direction he should take. He 
quickly prepared fpr the journey, and as 
the mode of travelhng has not changed 
among the pastoral tribes of the East, 
travellers who have seen an Arab or 
Tartar caravan (as the travelling company 
is called) can well describe the journey of 
Abram. Seen at a little distance, the 
camels would be most conspicuous, with 
their high heads arid backs above the 
rest. 

The baggage camels would follow one 
another in a long line, the tents and tent- 
forniture piled upon their backs, and 
the halter of one animal fastened to some 
part of the baggage of the other, to ke^~ 
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them in a line. Abram's beautiful wife 
Sarai would be carefully mounted on a 
camel or dromedary, and wrapped in a 
thick veil ; and Lot might be near her, 
also mounted; the Patriarch Abram 
taking the lead, as tjie chief director of 
all. The women and young children 
would also be mounted,, out of the way 
of the flocks of sheep and goats below. 
The business of the shepherds in such a 
journey is a noisy one ; the animals un- 
derstand their shouts, and are kept to- 
gether by them ; for " they know the 
voice of the shepherd," who carefully 
watches whether any are too tender to tra- 
vel far on foot ; and if so, he " carries each 
in his arms, or bears them in his bosom,* 
and gently leads those who are with 

* The large folds of the eastern garments would admit 
of the lamb being placed there. 
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young." The whole caravan (as such a 
company is called) moves slowly for the 
sake of the weaker animals, who must 
die if they are over-driven; and they 
often rest to take shelter under the sha- 
dow of trees, by the side of still waters, 
where the flocks can quench their thirst. 
It was not necessary that Abram 
should cross the Syrian desert on his 
way to Canaan ; he might take a plea- 
santer road by keeping first along the 
northern skirt of this desert, and then 
turning southward, and pursuing his 
course through the shady dales and well- 
watered plains which border the western 
mountains. Thus he moved slowly on, 
often (no doubt) lifting up his heart to 
God in thankfulness for the beauties of 
this earth, and in prayer for guidance 
through the whole journey of Ufe. 



CHAPTER III. 



The land that Abram was about to enter 
is known by several names. Canaan is 
one of them. Canaan was a son of Ham, 
and grandson of Noah. His family, after 
encamping first (as is supposed) near the 
shores of the Arabian Sea, moved on to 
that aouth-weatem strip of Syria which 
in time was called by his name. The 
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whole land was named after the eldest 
chief; and afterwards, different divisions 
of the land took the names of his sons 
and descendants, who became chiefs of 
tribes themselves. 

In maps of Canaan where the divisions 
are marked out as they were in Abram's 
time, some of the names of the tribes 
among whom it was divided, are men- 
tioned as descendants of Canaan in Gen. 
X. 15-20. These tribes had not each 
the exact share which has been marked 
out for them in the map. No doubt, at 
first, having all the land before them, 
and being used to a wandering life, they 
moved about as they pleased, choosing 
fertile and well-watered places for the 
nourishment of their flocks and herds. 
Indeed they had come to a good land. 
It had not then been cultivated, so as to 
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bring forth " com, and wine, and oil/' as 
it afterwards did in great abundance; 
but there were already in it stately forests, 
the broad flowing river Jordan, rushing 
mountain torrents, plains rich in pasture, 
shaded valleys, and grand mountains. 

This beautiful country tempted the 
Canaanites to give up their wanderings, 
and take to a settled life. So they built 
villages and towns ; and when it was ne- 
cessary to seek new pasture for their 
flocks, some part of a family moved away 
with the cattle, and the rest employed 
themselves in other ways. 

Each tribe had its chief. In one small 
tract of land called the Vale of Siddim, 
there were five of these chiefs or kings, 
though the vale itself was not larger than 
one of our smallest English counties. 

Some of the chiefs were still ruling in 
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the fear of God, and acting in an upright 
and honourable way, while others were 
exceedingly wicked. It appears that even 
the most sinful of them did not fall into 
idolatry till some time after Abram first 
travelled there. Canaan's family took the 
most northern district. Sidon (Canaan's 
eldest son) occupied a portion of land 
<;lose to the first tribe, bordering on the 
sea. They were called Sidonians, and 
also ** Canaanites by the sea," to dis- 
tinguish them from their neighbours. AU 
these northern Canaanites are called the 
" Phoenicians '' in history. You will re- 
member that when our Saviour was upon 
earth, a woman from Sidon, who is called 
a Syro-Phoenician, and also a Canaanitish 
woman, came to Him that her daughter 
might be healed. South of the Ca- 
naanites were the Perizzites. Their nam*^ 
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is not in the list in Gen. x. Perazoth, 
in the Hebrew, means village, or hamlet ; 
and it is thought that the tribe took their 
name from their dwellings, which were 
only collections of huts, and not walled 
towns, Kke those of some of their neigh- 
bours. The Jebusites, still more to the 
south, had that tract which is round 
about Jerusalem. The town of Jeru- 
salem, which afterwards became so great 
a city, was founded by Jebusites. It was 
called Jebus, and also Salem. The name 
of its king was Melchisedec, and he was 
(what the early patriarchs who honoured 
God always were) a priest of the Most 
High God. The Hivites had that portion 
which the Philistines afterwards seized. 
They were driven into the district near 
the two mountains Ebal and Gerizim, 
and some of them settled much further 
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off,, tq. the north-east of the river Jordan. 
It is supposed that they were the same 
people as the Kadmonites, whose name 
signified Easterlings, that is, dwellers in 
the east. The Amorites had a division 
southward of the Jebusites, compre- 
hending the Vale of Siddim, and reaching 
as far west as the Philistines' land, and 
they also spread eastward of Jordan. 
More to the south were Canaanites, 
Hittites, and Anakim. They occupied 
the land as far as the borders of the Wil- 
derness of Zim or Paran, where the 
Amalekites and Kenites Uved, descend- 
ants of Cush, the son of Canaan. East- 
ward of the Jordan were other tribes, 
bearing the names of Rephaim, Emim, 
and Zamzummim. The Girgashites had 
a portion to the east of a lake then called 
the Sea of Chinnereth, or Genesarath. 



In some maps you will see that all the 
portions belonging to the various tribes 
are dearly marked out by lines. This 
has been done that we may .form a better 
idea than we could otherwise of the posi- 
tions they were supposed to occupy. No 
one knows with certainty the exact boun- 
dary of the possessions of each. It is 
most probable that these boundaries 
changed from time to timCj as a tribe 
became either more powerful or weaker. 
The grand boundaries of Canaan were 
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wandering life to a more settled one, 
building themselves villages and towns in 
various places from north to south. But 
we know very little of their doings; 
and what instruction we have concern- 
ing them is contained in the story of 
Abram. 

Moses says of some of those who Uved 
east of Jordan, that " the Emim were a 
people great and many, and taH as the 
Anakim, and that it was accounted a 
land of giants: giants dwelt therein of 
old time, and the Ammonites called them 
Zamzummim." And the prophet Amos, 
speaking of the Amorites, says, " Their 
height was like the height of cedars, 
strong as the oaks." How they em- 
ployed their great strength and activity 
we are not told, but it is well known 
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that, four or five hundred years later than 
Abram's time, his descendants were com- 
manded to drive them out of their pos- 
sessions on account of their sins. The 
country of Canaan had several other 
names. It was called the Land of Pro- 
mise, because God promised it to the de- 
scendants of Abraham hundreds of years 
before they possessed it ; and the Holy 
Land, because the Israelites who occu- 
pied it were a people set apart to Grod, 
and the Holy One of God lived there. 
The name by which it is now most com- 
monly known is Palestine. It was so 
named from a powerful people called the 
Philistines, who in Abram's time had the 
south-western tract, and who afterwards 
increased and multiplied, and greatly 
troubled the people of God. Some think 
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that the Philistines had once ruled in 
Egypt, and that they are the race called 
Shepherd Kings, who, after reigning 
there, were driven out, and settled in 
Canaan. 



D 



CHAPTER IV. 

ABOUl's ABBIVjUi in CAK. 



At length Abram arrived in Canaan, and 
reached a beautiful valley in the division 
of the Hivites, called the plain of Moreh, 
between the mountEuns Ebal andGerizim. 
He encamped there, and remembering 
that it was through God's care and kind- 
ness he had got safely so far, his first 
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thought, in resting, was of God, who had 
ahready appeared to him and told him 
that he had arrived in the country which 
should belong, at some future time, to 
his posterity. No temples were yet built 
anywhere in which men could meet to 
thank God and pray to Him. Those 
patriarchs who honoured God, and offered 
sacrifices as He had commanded, raised a 
heap of stones, called an altar, in the 
open air, somewhere near their encamp- 
ments, and there they worshipped their 
Maker. Abram did so now. He had 
come among strangers. He did not 
know how they might feel towards 
him; whether they would allow him 
quietly to make use of the good pasture- 
lands, or whether they would be jealous 
when they saw that a chief of the fami- 
lies of Shem had come among them. 

D 2 
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Whatever his anxieties might have been, 
he trasted in God : as we are expressly 
told, "By faith Abram, when he was 
called to go out into a place which he 
should after receive for an inheritance, 
obeyed ; and he went out, not knowing 
whither he went/' (Heb. xi. 8.) In 
one of the Psalms we learn that Grod in- 
terfered to protect His obedient servants ; 
when they were strangers in Canaan that 
it was He who " suffered no man to do 
them wrong," &c. (Ps. cv. 11 to 15.) 

After the flocks had grazed for some 
time in the vale of Moreh, Abram 
moved further to the south, and came 
nearer the vale of Siddim. He rested 
between Luz and Hai, and there again 
set up an altar to God. 

In very dry seasons, when there had 
been no rain for a length of time, the 
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smaller mountain streams, of which there 
were many in Canaan, dried up, and then 
much of the herbage perished. The 
cattle, having nothing to feed upon, died 
also. In Abram's time the land was so 
little cultivated that there was no store of 
hay or com, and when the flocks could 
not browse on the pastures they had 
nothing else to depend on. While 
Abram was encamped near Luz, the 
herbage was thus exhausted, and there 
was a grievous famine in the land. 

Egypt was often abundantly supplied 
with food when there were famines else- 
where in the neighbourhood. The great 
river Nile seldom failed to overflow its 
banks, and under a burning sun the bor- 
dering lands became very fertile after the 
waters subsided. It was known in 
Canaan that Egypt was a land of plenty 
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and Abram removed from Luz and tra- 
velled there with his family. 

He did not rely on God's help so com- 
pletely when in Egypt as he had done 
elsewhere, and the story of his want of 
faith shows how true the Bible history 
is ; that it tells exactly what the cha- 
racters of men were, and does not con- 
ceal the faults of the best. Those who 
have inquired into the subject think that 
the race of Shepherd Kings were now 
ruling in Lower Egypt. In Joseph's 
time (the great-grandson of Abram) 
*' every shepherd was an abomination to 
the Egjrptians," and they would not 
even eat at the same table with men of 
that occupation; but Abram was re- 
ceived kindly in Egypt though a Pastoral 
Chief, and thus it seems likely that the 
Shepherd Kings were driven out of 



FOR THE YOUNG. 39 

Egypt between the times of Abram and 
Joseph, Lower Eg)rpt was by this time 
an important empire, very different from 
the petty kingdoms of Canaan. Abram 
himself was as much a king as the chiefs 
of the tribes there, and in parts of his 
history we read that they treated him as 
an equal. But Pharaoh, king of Egypt, 
was supreme ruler of the whole nation 
of Egypt, and probably governed much 
in the same way as Eastern despots have 
done since. Sarai, Abram's wife, was a 
beautiful woman, and her husband feared 
that the king might kill him and take Sarai 
as one of his wives. If Sarai were only 
Abram's sister, the king would not scruple 
to take her if he thought fit, but Abram 
himself would be in no danger. When 
Abram therefore found that Pharaoh's 
courtiers had seen Sarai and praised her 
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beauty to the king, he persuaded her to 
say that she was his sister, and she did 
so, and was brought before Pharaoh. 
The king then enriched Abram with 
large presents of cattle and slaves, silver 
and gold; and among the slaves was 
Hagar, an Egyptian, a woman of whom 
we hear more in the history further on. 
Though Abram had distrusted God, He 
did not leave him, but interfered to show 
Pharaoh that something was wrong. He 
sent " plagues" on the king " and his 
household," and it was at last discovered 
to Pharaoh how he had been deceived. 
He then gave up Sard, and sent Abram, 
with all his family, away from Egypt. 
The Patriarch returned to the same place, 
between Luz and Hai, where he had 
made his second encampment. His own 
flocks and herds, and those of his nephew 



FOR THE tOUNG. 41 

Lot, were now very numerous. Their 
servants each wished to get the best 
portion of the pastures for their masters* 
flocks, and the constant quarrels between 
them were so unpleasant that Abram 
proposed another removal. He, as the 
chief, had a right to choose any tract 
of pasture-land unoccupied by the Ca- 
naanites, but he showed his generous 
spirit and his love of peace by giving up 
this rights and desiring Lot to make the 
first choice, and the character of Lot 
appears selfish and grasping in consent- 
ing to take the first choice, and then 
choosing the very best for himself. There 
was nothing in the whole neighbourhood 
so fertile and well watered as the vale of 
Siddim, to the south-east, through which 
the river Jordan ran. Lot chose him " all 
this plain of Jordan." "It was as the 
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garden of the Lord, like the best of the 
land of Egypt." This proved an un- 
happy choice in the end, for the inhabit- 
ants of the cities of this plain were 
"sinners before God exceedingly." 
Abram was again spoken to by his 
God, and the promise was repeated that 
his posterity should have the whole land. 
He left the neighbourhood of Luz, and 
encamped considerably to the south, near 
Hebron, in the plain of Mamre. Hebron 
was reckoned a very ancient town. Zoar 
in Egypt was thought to have been the 
first built town in that neighbourhood, 
and Hebron was built seven years before 
Zoar. The tribes of Amorites and 
Canaanites were now the neighbours of 
Lot and his uncle. Three brothers, 
Amoritish chiefs, were friendly with 
Abram. Their names were Mamre, 
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Eshcol, and Aner. The plain of Mamre 
was named after the eldest. No doubt 
they were better men than their country- 
men in the vale of Siddim, or the Patri- 
arch would not have favoured them with 
his friendship. The plain of Mamre was 
a pleasant spot, very suitable for the 
cattle. One fine spreading tree under 
which Abram pitched his tent was for 
long ages after remembered as Abram*s 
tree. It is called the terebinth tree. 



CHAPTER V. 

E ABaiBlAN BHPIBE. — LOT'S OALAKlTr. — ABRAM'S OSBB- 
IKD BAOAB. — ISHKAEI. BORK.— ABBAM'8 AMD SABAfS 



On the other side o£ the river Eu- 
phrates, in the plain of Shinar or Babylon, 
the descendants of Shem had become 
united under one king, and an empire 
was formed, which in the course of time 
became very extensive and powerful. 
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Twelve years before Lot went to live in 
the vale of Siddim, the chiefs of a 
number of the tribes descended from 
Shem, all subjects (it is thought by some) 
of the Assyrian king, made the five 
chiefs who ruled the cities in this fertile 
valley tributary to them. Whether they 
fought with them at that time and over- 
came them, or whether they only threat- 
ened them with violence, we are not told, 
but the tribute was paid out of fear, and 
not of a wiUing mind. In the thirteenth 
year they refused to pay it any more, and 
in the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer (who 
is supposed to have been the Viceroy of 
the King of Assyria's western conquests) 
gathered an army, in which were the 
chiefs of many tribes, and was first vic- 
torious over the gigantic people east of 
Jordan, then overthrew the Amalekites 
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and Amorites on the southern border of 
Canaan^ and at last reached the vale of 
Siddun where Lot Uved. AJl the kings 
of the valley met to fight with Chedor- 
laomer's army, but the Assyrians' strength 
was greatest, and they drove the people 
of Siddim into the mountains, and many, 
in their haste to fly, feD into pits which 
were numerous in that valley (for the soil 
was bituminous). The Assyrians entered 
the cities and plundered them, took many 
of the people captive, and among them 
Lot, with his family and property, and 
then hastened northward with their pri- 
soners and booty, as far as the sources of 
the Jordan, to a spot afterwards called 
Dan. 

The news of what had happened, and 
of the misfortune which had befallen his 
liephew Lot, was brought to Abram the 
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Hebrew, as he dwelt in peace at Mamre.* 
The man who told him of it had himself 
escaped from the battle. The same feel- 
ing of affection for Lot, which had made 
Abram allow him to choose the best of 
the land, now determined him to do all 
he could to rescue him out of the hands 
of the Assyrians. The Patriarch called 
together aU his people who were able to 
fight; these were 318 in number. With 
them, and with the three Amoritish chiefs, 
his friends Mamre, Eschol, and Aner 
(who were connected with the people 
living in the vale of Siddim), he set out 
without delay in the track of the army. 
On reaching Dan he suddenly attacked 
the enemy by night at different points, 
and created such confusion and terror in 



* Abram is called the Hebrew here from Eber, one of 
his ancestors. 
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these hitherto victorious troops, who had 
thought themselves safe, that some were 
killed, and the rest fled, leaving behind 
them the captives and plunder. In the 
history of warfare there are many in- 
stances of sudden and complete success 
similar to this gained by a very small 
number of determined men over a much 
larger force. No doubt messengers has- 
tened to Siddim with the good news of 
Abram's victory, while he (having first 
chased the army eighty miles to a place 
called Hobah, north of Damascus,) fol- 
lowed as quickly as he was able with his 
nephew's family and the other rescued 
prisoners. The king of Sodom came 
out as far as the valley of Shaveh 
(called the King's Dale, and afterwards 
the valley of Jehoshaphat) to meet 
Abram, and thanked him for what he 
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had done. The neighbouring chiefs 
were as grateful to him as King Bera of 
Sodom, and Melchisedec (who was, as you 
have heard, king of Salem and priest of 
the Most High God) brought out refresh- 
ment for the weary company, and said, 
"Blessed be Abram of the most high 
Qod, possessor of heaven and earth j 
and blessed be the most high God, 
which hath deUvered thine enemies into 
thy hand." Abram made him a present, 
* ~ " tenth of 

ing Bera 
rest him- 
Qong the 
f a chief 
t Abram 
Dwn, but 
to their 
be same 
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generous temper that he had before exer- 
cised towards Lot. He did not forbid 
the three Amoritish chiefs, his friends, to 
take their portion, but for himself he 
would take nothing; he returned to 
Mamre, and Lot remained in Sodom. 

Abram was now growing old, and he 
had never yet had any children, yet the 
promise had been often repeated that his 
posterity should be exceedingly nu- 
merous. He thought that it might be 
intended that one of the household 
should be his heir. If the head of a 
tribe is childless, it is still very common 
in the East to adopt an heir. Abram 
therefore proposed to make his most 
trusted servant, who superintended the 
affairs of his household, his heir. This 
was Eliezer of Damascus. But when he 
proposed this, God repeated His promise 
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more plainly than before, and told Abram 
that he should indeed have a son of his 
own. And bidding him to look up into 
the clear night sky from the plain of 
Mamre God said, "Look now toward 
heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to 
number them : and He said unto him, 
So shall thy seed be. And he believed 
in the Lord ; and He counted it to him 
for righteousness." (Gen. xv. 5, 6. See 
Heb. xi. 12.) 

There was a custom in the Patriarchal 
times, that when men made a solemn 
agreement with one another, they took 
one or more of the beasts and birds 
used in sacrifice, and haviog killed the 
animals and divided them in pieces, they 
passed between their separated bodies, 
while they gave one another the assur- 

E 2 
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ance that they would at no time break 
their word. 

Abram asked of God to assure him 
by some sign that the covenant or agree- 
ment He had made concerning the land 
of Canaan should be accomplished. It 
pleased God to appoint the same cere- 
mony that was in common use. When 
Abram had prepared the animals in the 
proper way, God spoke to him again by 
night, and told him something more of 
what should befall his descendants ; that 
they should be 400 years in subjection 
to a foreign nation, and yet that when 
brought out of that foreign land they 
should be rich ; that the people who af- 
flicted them should be punished. As. 
for Abram's own life God, said that it 
should be long and peaceful, and the 
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extent of land inherited by his descend- 
ants was to be from the river Nile in 
Egypt to the river Euphrates. Then 
God, who is often described in Scripture 
as '^ light in whom is no darkness at 
all/' and who yet is hidden from men's 
eyes, caused an appearance like the flame 
of a bright lamp, and smoke like that of 
a fomace, to pass between the slain 
beasts. Abram's mind must have been 
deeply impressed with ^ the reality of 
God's presence and power. Ten years 
after Abram's return from Egypt, he was 
persuaded by Sarai his wife to take 
Hagar, the Egyptian, as his second wife. 
Hagar did not bear the notice and favour 
she was brought into with humility. She 
became insolent to her mistress, and de- 
spised her because she had no children, 
which in those days was reckoned a ^* 
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grace. Sarai complained to Abram of 
Hagar's behaviour, and the Patriarch 
desired that she would punish her as she 
thought fit. Sarai treated her with 
harshness, and Hagar feeUng unhappy 
fled away towards the desert south of 
Canaan, intending to cross it, and get 
back to her native land. As she rested 
near a well, on the borders of the desert, 
an angel of God appeared to her and 
directed her to return to her mistress, and 
to be submissive. He promised her that 
she should have a son who should be 
named Ishmael (God attendeth), in me- 
mory of God's pity, who had compassion 
on this poor grieved and wearied woman, 
and had saved her from perishing in the 
desert, as she might have done had she 
gone on her way. She named the well 
Beer-lahai-roi, which name referred to 
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God's watchful care. The angel told her 
that her son would be wild and warlike, 
but that his descendants should never be 
rooted out of the land God would give 
him. Hagar returned home, and her son 
Ishmael was born. Abram his father 
was 86 years of age, and no doubt he 
rejoiced greatly in thinking that at length 
the heir of the promises was given to 
him. 

It is usual now in the East to change 
the name of a person in order to mark 
some new circumstance in his life. 
When Ishmael was thirteen years of age, 
in repeating His promises to Abram and 
explaming them more fully God altered 
his own and Sarai's names. The name 
Abram meant " high father," or head of 
a considerable and important family. It 
was changed to Abraham, or " father of a 
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multitude." Twelve of the Arabian 
tribes, of whom Ishmael was the head, 
and other tribes not reckoned among the 
chosen people, descended from Abraham, 
and in this sense he was the "father 
of a multitude ;" but in another sense 
he was father of a still larger mul- 
titude, for among his descendants the 
Saviour of the world was bom, and all 
who at this day are members of Christ 
are reckoned among the children of 
Abraham, for it is written, " If ye are 
Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and 
heirs according to the promise." The 
apostle John saw in a vision all Abra- 
ham's descendants who were (like 
Abraham) obedient to God, and he 
reckoned up their number ; but he saw 
afterwards a " multitude which no man 
could number, of all nations, and kindreds, 
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and people, and tongues," and they as 
members oi Christ are reckoned among 
the multitude of whom Abraham was 
the father. The name of Sarai was 
changed to Sarah. Sarai meant "my 
princess," but Sarah the new name meant 
" Princess." This signified that she was 
now to be known not as the chief wife of 
the Patriarch only, but as the mother of 
many nations, for the heir of the pro- 
mises was not Ishmael the son of Hagar. 
Sarah herself was in no long time to have 
a son, whose name God commanded 
should be Isaac. 



CHAPTER VI. 

ABBiHAM'S HOaPlTAtlTI.-^HK AMQBLB.— THB I 
DBaiBDCTIOS O 



About three months after the names of 
Abraham and Sarah had been changed, 
as the Patriarch sat one day at his tent 
door, he saw three strangers drawing near. 
He did not know them, but this was no 
hinderance to his hospitaUty. He be- 
haved towards them as if they were 
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friends, just as the simple tribes of people 
do to this day, both among American 
Indians, Arabs, and elsewhere. He 
begged them to rest under the shadow of 
the spreading terebinth tree while he 
went to tell Sarah of their arrival, and 
she would prepare a meal for them. 
Among the Bedouin Arabs the bread is 
still made just as it is wanted, and no 
store of it kept in the house, and meat 
is killed and cooked for immediate use. 
Milk is also prepared in various ways, 
most frequently as curds and whey. 
Sarah kneaded and baked sufficient bread, 
and Abraham ordered that a young calf 
should be killed, and when these, with 
the butter and milk, were ready and 
placed outside the tent where the tra- 
vellers sat, Abraham, showing the same 
form of respect still practised in the East, 
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stood by while his guests ate. Sarah 
remained within as was usual for women. 
It is not expected that they shall be en- 
quired for by strangers, Abraham there- 
L may have bl surprised by the 
question put by one of them, " Where is 
Sarah thy wife ? '' He answered shortly, 
''Behold, in the tent." His surprise 
must have still been greater, when the 
stranger spoke to him as God only had 
spoken before, making the same promises, 
and telling him further the exact time 
that his long-expected son should be bom. 
The Patriarch's kind hospitality was re- 
warded. He had not " been forgetful to 
entertain strangers, and had entertained 
angels unawares." The three who had 
condescended to eat of what he set 
before them were messengers from the 
heavenly world. Sarah heard what had 
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been said from within the tent. She 
laughed, not beUeving it possible that 
now she was old she should have a son. 
" The Lord" reproved her, and said, " Is 
anything too hard for the Lord?" 
" Then Sarah denied, saying, I laughed 
not, for she was afraid. And he said, 
Nay, but thou didst laugh." God had 
before commanded that the name Isaac, 
or laughter, should be given to the child. 
By this name Steah would be reminded 
of her unbeUef. The three angels now 
rose to leave Abraham, who went with 
them part of their way, which was in the 
direction of the vale of Siddim. Then 
" the Lord" condescended to tell Abra- 
ham what His purpose was in going that 
way. *' Because the cry of Sodom and 
Gomorrah is great, and because their sin 
is very grievous, I wiQ go down now, 



62 A SUNDAY BOOK 

and see whether they have done alto- 
gether according to the cry of it, which 
is come unto me; and if not, I will 
know." 

Sodom and Gomorrah were the chief 
cities in the valley; Admah, Zeboim, 
and Zoar were the names of the other 
towns ; and the character of the people 
who Kved throughout the wholevalley was 
exceedingly wicked. But Lot was in 
Sodom, and Abraham thought that there 
might be some few besides his nephew 
who still feared God. When he under- 
stood that some dreadful punishment was 
coming to destroy all the inhabitants of 
the valley, he prayed most humbly and 
earnestly that God would have mercy on 
Sodom, and spare that place for the sake 
of such men in it who were godly. God, 
who is very pitiful and of tender mer- 
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cies, would have spared it in answer to 
Abraham's prayer, if ten righteous men 
could have been found there, but there 
were not so many. (See Gen. xviii. 23 
to 33.) 

Two of the angels had gone on to 
Sodom, and were taking measures that 
Lot should not perish, for God remem- 
bered that '* he vexed his righteous soul 
from day to day with their unlawful 
deeds." (2 Pet. ii. 8.) 

The two angeis begged of Lot to per- 
suade all who were related to him to 
leave the city with him. He therefore 
hastened to his sons-in-law who had mar- 
ried his daughters, and said, " Up, get 
you out of this place, for the Lord wiU 
destroy this city ; but he seemed as one 
that mocked unto his sons-in-law." They 
would not hearken to him. Very early 
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in the morning before sunrise the angels 
hastened all of Lot's family who were 
wiUing to go with them to set out on 
their journey. There were but four in 
all, — Lot, his wife, and two unmarried 
daughters. They travelled in haste, and 
Lot's wife, who in her heart was not 
pleased to leave Sodom, lingered behind. 
Lot was troubled as to where he should 
go. Zoar, the town furthest off from 
Sodom was an inconsiderable place (after- 
wards named Zoar or Small). He there- 
fore prayed that he might take refuge 
there, and that God would spare it when 
He destroyed the other cities. God lis- 
tened to this request of Lot's, and showed 
His kindness and forbearance in sparing 
Zoar. Lot arrived there by sunrise, and 
no sooner had he entered the little town 
than he saw how terrible God can be to 
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such as despise His forbearance. " He 
is a consuming fire" to the wicked. A 
sudden destruction, described as " brim- 
stone and fire from heaven," overthrew 
Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboim, 
and changed the whole surface of the 
valley of Siddim. It had been " like the 
garden of the Lord, like the land of 
Egypt." It had looked so green and 
lovely when Lot first drove his flocks 
there, and to the last his wife could not 
bear to leave her beautiful home. As 
she had lingered looking back upon it, 
the Scripture says " she became a pillar 
of salt." It is thought that " she was 
overwhelmed and smothered by the spray 
of the igneous and saUne matters which 
filled the air ; and which, gathering and 
hardening around her, left her encrusted 
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body with some resemblance to a mass of 
rock salt." 

No doubt Abraham's heart ached all 
the night after he had prayed so ear- 
nestly for Sodom. When he lay down 
he knew that the sun had set for the last 
time on so many guflty human beings 
whose day of repentance was passed^ and 
who must perish in their sins. "And 
Abraham gat up early in the morning to 
the place where he stood before the 
Lord ; and he looked toward Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the 
plain, and beheld, and, lo, the smoke of 
the country went up as the smoke of a 
furnace." Thus God made a fruitful 
land barrenness for the wickedness of 
them that dwelt therein. 

Since the overthrow of the guilty 
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cities the valley once so beautiful has 
been desolate. The chief part of it is 
occupied by a lake of standing water. 
The "Dead Sea" is its most common 
name. It has also been called the ''Lake 
Asphaltites," meaning "Bituminous, or 
Salt Lake," and the " Salt Sea." 

Lot feared to remain long in Zoar, 
where probably the smell of the smoking 
cities was imwholesome. He removed to a 
cave among the mountains, as the angels 
had at first directed him to do. Men 
accustomed sometimes to Uve in tents, 
and sometimes in rude, ill-built houses, 
did not think it any great hardship to 
spend part of their time in caves. The 
herdsmen in watching their flocks often 
enjoyed the cool shelter of a cavern from 
the burning sun. Part of Lot's property 
may have been under the care of his 
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shepherds beyond the valley. We are 
not told in the Bible how much longer 
he lived, or where his last years were 
passed. Two nations descended from 
him, called the Moabites and the Am- 
monites. They Occupied portions of the 
land east of the Dead Sea, and many 
times proved troublesome neighbours to 
Abraham's descendants. 

Soon after the destruction of Sodom, 
Abraham removed from Mamre, and 
went to live in Gerar, in the Philistines' 
land, and there he acted in the same way 
that he had done in Egypt. Again he 
desired Sarah not to confess that she was 
his wife, and she agreed to the deceit, 
and was taken by Abimelech, the king 
of the Philistines, who intended to make 
her his wife. But God (a second time 
pitying the weakness of one who in his 
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general conduct was "the father of the 
faithfdl and the friend of God,") came to 
Abimelech in a dream by night, and 
showed him that he had unintentionally 
done wrong, and Abimelech feared, trem- 
bling no doubt to think of the great 
power of God which had been so lately 
put forth in the destruction of the cities 
of the plain, and he said, " Wilt thou 
slay also a righteous nation P Said he 
not unto me, She is my sister? And 
she, even she herself said. He is my 
brother : in the integrity of my heart, 
and innocency of my hands, have I done 
this. And God said unto him in a dream, 
Yea, I know that thou didst this in the 
mtegrity of thy heart ; for I also with- 
held thee from sinning against me: 
therefore suffered I thee not to touch 
her. Now therefore restore the man 
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his wife ; for he is a prophet, and he shall 
pray for thee, and thou shalt live : and if 
thou restore her not, know thou that thou 
shalt surely die, thou, and all that are 
thine/' So Abimelech, early in the morn- 
ing after he had had the dream, sent for 
Abraham, and after reproving him for 
his deceit treated him with great gene- 
rosity, giving him, besides a large present 
of cattle and slaves, a sum of money for 
the purpose, as he said, of buying a veil 
for Sarah (for so the 16th verse of the 
20th chapter of Genesis has been ex- 
plained). The oriental women who live 
in towns cover themselves closely with 
a thick flowing robe, wrapped about their 
head and hanging over their body, called 
a veil. But the women of the tribes, 
who hve in tents, go about unveiled. 



CHAPTEK VII. 

OAAffa BIBTH. — HAQAB iXD WEXAXL BINT AWAT. — TWUTI 
TBIBES OP THR ABABIANS, — HIS DISOEHDAIITB. — TBB 
EABTEBH CUSTOM WITH BBOABD TO HKLL8. — IBSATT 
BffTWBBH ABaAHAM AKD ABOIBLECF.— T3B OBBATKT 
TBIAL OF ABBAEAV'S FAITS. — BABAS'S DEATH. — ABBA- 
HAH BCTS THB CATS OF HAOBFELAa. — EABtKUI CDBIUKB. 

At the exact time appointed by the 
angels, Isaac was bom. Sarah, who had 
laughed in unbelief, was now ready to 
laugh for joy. She said, " God hath 
made me to laugh, so that all that hear 
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will laugh with me." But the birth of 
Isaac was not a cause of joy to all, for 
Hagar had to bear the disappointment of 
seeing Ishmael shghted, and Ishmael did 
not love the little child who had come in 
the way of his inheritance. When at the 
time of his being weaned, a great feast 
was made, he behaved so improperly that 
Sarah would bear it no longer, and en- 
treated Abraham to send away both 
Inother and son from his household. It 
grieved Abraham greatly to be disturbed 
by dissension in his family. But it soon 
became clear to him how he ought to act, 
for God spoke to him by night, and com- 
manded that he should attend to Sarah^s 
wish and send Hagar and Ishmael away. 
So Abraham, anxious to obey God's will 
quickly, (though it must have been pain- 
ful to him to part with Ishmael, whom 
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he had long looked on as his promised 
heir, and for whom he had anxiously 
prayed to God, " Oh ! that Ishmael may 
live before thee,") rose up eai'ly in the 
morning, and sent the lad and his mother 
away, giving them some provisions for 
their journey, and she "departed, and 
wandered in the wilderness of Beer- 
sheba." Water as well as wine is car- 
ried in the East in the skins of animals. 
Hagar's supply of water was most likely 
a kid's skin full (a goat's skin of water 
would have been a burden for a strong 
man). After a time "the water was 
spent," and she was in great fear that her 
child would die of thirst. She laid him 
down under one of the shrubs, " and 
she went and sat her down over against 
him a good way off, as it were a bow- 
shot : for she said. Let me not see the 
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death of the child. And she sat over 
against him, and hft up her voice and 
wept. And God heard the voice of the 
lad; and the angel of God called to 
Hagar out of heaven, and said unto her. 
What aileth thee, Hagar? Fear not; 
for God hath heard the voice of the lad 
where he is. Arise, hft up the lad, and 
hold him in thine hand; for I will make 
him a great nation. And God opened 
her eyes, and she saw a well of water; 
and she went and filled the bottle with 
water, and gave the lad drink. And 
God was with the lad; and he grew, and 
dwelt in the wilderness, and became an 
archer." In due time, Ishmael married 
a countrywoman of his mother's, and had 
twelve sons, who became chiefs of tribes, 
and peopled a part of the country called 
Arabia. 
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Thus Ishmael was the head of twelve 
Arabian tribes. Other Arabians de- 
scended from earlier settlers, for the 
country was already peopled when Ish- 
mael went there as a lad, and long after 
the birth of Isaac. Abraham had other 
sons who became the fathers of tribes in 
Arabia. 

Abraham remained at Gerar, and was 
highly respected by Abimelech, who 
made a friendly treaty with him, by 
which it was agreed that the family of 
the Patriarch should live in peace with 
the Philistines. It was not likely that, 
with his peaceful and generous temper, 
Abraham would quarrel with any one, 
but his herdsmen might dispute for the 
use of wells, and Abimelech's subjects 
had already acted unjustly about them. 
Whoever dug a well had it for his own, and 
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no one could make use of the waters of 
his well without his pennission. It has 
also been thought probable that there was 
another law connected with wells, similar 
to one observed to this day in Persia. 
There, all the lands that are uncultivated 
are called " God's lands." Any Persians 
who will take the pains either to dig 
a well, or otherwise to water these neg- 
lected spots, is entitled to a considerable 
portion of the land round about his well, 
which becomes ever after his own pro- 
perty. If such a custom was observed 
in the Philistines* land in Abraham's 
time, it would account for the jealousy 
they had shown when Abraham dug one, 
and the trouble they were at afterwards 
when he left that neighbourhood to stop 
up other wells he had dug there. These 
Philistines had before turned out the 
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Avim or Hivites from the south-west of 
Canaan, and they might fear that as 
Abraham's clan grew large it would dis- 
possess them. But Abimelech had been 
impressed by God's watchful care of 
Abraham, and he had none of the jealousy 
of him which moved his subjects to take 
away the well by force. When he heard 
of it from Abraham, he said, " I wot not 
who hath done this thing : neither didst 
thou tell me, neither yet heard I of 
it, but to-day." 

Having agreed about the well, both 
parties made a treaty of peace. Abra- 
ham gave Abimelech a present of cattle, 
and he named the well Beersheba, or the 
Well of the Oath. As agreements were 
not at that time made in writing, the 
names of places were often given to bring 
to mind some event which had happened 
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at them. Abraham made an altar and 
planted a grove of trees at Beersheba, 
where he and his household could wor- 
ship God. 

No doubt Abraham had had much 
happiness in the course of his life, but 
he had also many trials. God had dis- 
tinguished him highly in calling him out 
from an idolatrous people, and saving 
him from their errors, but then he 
grieved to part from his own kindred 
and his father's house. It was a con- 
tinual blessing to know and feel that 
God's watchful Providence was ever over 
him, and to hear that voice from another 
world which so often spoke of blessings 
yet to come. But his faith was tried by 
the long delay in the fulfilment of even 
the first part of the prophecy. It was an 
affliction, too, to know that while he built 
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an altar to God and worshipped Him at 
Mamre, there were, but a few miles oflF, 
tribes wholly forgetful of God and of 
their duty, and then to see the conse- 
quences of their sin in the destruction 
of the vale of Siddim. 

It was also " a very grievous thing in 
Abraham's sight because of his son/' 
that his own family could not live to- 
gether in unity, and that in consequence 
he had to send away Hagar and Ishmael. 
And now that he had lived at Beer- 
sheba until Isaac was about 26 years 
old, a severer trial than any came 
upon him — one that seemed as if it 
must cut up all his earthly happiness by 
the root, and send him sorrowing to the 
grave — ^for God commanded that he 
should give up his son, his only son 
Isaac, whom he loved, and that he the 
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father should, by his own hand, kill and 
offer him up as a burnt sacrifice. You 
will read the story of the ready obedience 
of Abraham, and of the entire submis- 
sion of Isaac in prospect of a violent 
death, and of the happy ending of a trial 
so hard to bear, in Gen. xxii. We can 
only know in part what the love of God 
is, and we are told to judge of it by com- 
paring it to human love, for God says, 
" Like as a father pitieth his children, so is 
the Lord merciful to them that fear Him." 
When we have thoughtfully read the 
story of Abraham's sacrifice, and felt in 
some sUght measure the anguish he was 
called to bear in giving up his only son, 
we may learn a lesson of the love and 
pity God bore to us, for " He spared not 
His own Son, but freely gave Him up 
for us all." 
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God appointed Abraham's offering to 
be made on a mountain in the land of 
Moriah, and there it was that our Saviour 
in the fulness of time laid down His 
life. Abraham called the name of the 
place " Jehovah-jireh," "the Lord will 
provide," because of the animal provided 
for sacrifice instead of his son. He 
returned to Beersheba with Isaac, who 
must now have been dearer to him than 
ever. Before twelve years had passed 
by, he moved back to his old place of 
encampment at Mamre. His wife Sarah 
died at the age of 127 years. 

It is an ancient custom with the 
Bedouin tribes to set apart a district for 
the burial-place of any members of the 
tribe who die. Abraham intended to 
follow this custom, and as near Hebron 
there was a vacant piece of ground, at 
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one end of which was a double cave, he 
wished now to purchase it of the children 
of Heth (or tribe of the Hittites), one of 
whose cities was Hebron. He therefore 
went to the place where the elders met 
to consider matters of business, and made 
known his wish. He was received with 
great respect, and oflFered a choice of the 
burial-places belonging to the Hittites, 
and when he spoke of the cave of Mach- 
pelah (the word means double cave), as 
the one which he wished to purchase, 
Ephron its possessor offered it to him as 
a gift. 

It is believed by those who understand 
Oriental customs, that there was some 
selfishness in this offer of Ephron's. If 
Abraham had received it as a present, the 
customs of the East require that he 
should have made a more considerable 
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present in return. Abraham therefore 
said that he would rather pay the price 
Ephron should put on it. And Ephron, 
who had seemed so generous, named a 
large sum of money, which the Patriarch 
immediately weighed out to him. 

With a great outward show of gene- 
rosity, there is much grasping and mean, 
ness in giving and receiving presents in 
the East. A Persian will offer a stranger 
everything belonging to him without 
meaning anything by it ; for if any of 
his lavish offers are accepted, he at once 
expects to get much more in return. 

In Persia, Egypt, and Syria, as weD as 
Palestine, the custom of burying in caves 
was very common. 

Three years after the death of Sarah 
Abraham thought about providing a wife 
for his son Isaac, who stiU grieved deeply 
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at the loss of his mother. In Patriarchal 
times, and still among those who live 
together in tribes, it is the custom to 
marry a member of the tribe. Abraham 
had had news from his old home, 
Haran in Mesopotamia, that his brother 
Nahor had a family of children and grand- 
children. He resolved to seek a wife for 
Isaac among them. The principal ser- 
vant, or steward of his household, Eliezer 
of Damascus (whom he had once thought 
of making his heir), was entrusted with 
the important errand of making clioice 
of a wife for his master's son. 

It is still the custom in the East to 
give large presents to a bride : she is not 
*>Tnw.ta(l to give any in return, or to 

f dowry with her. Eliezer was 
provided with handsome pre- 

d he travelled in such a way as 
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to show that his master was a man of 
substance. He had a train of ten camels, 
and a proper number of attendants. The 
whole conduct of the affair was left to 
his judgment, and his behaviour showed 
that he was just such a man as it might 
have been supposed would be chosen by 
Abraham as the superintendent of his 
household, for EUezer did not trust in his 
own wisdom, but looked to God to direct 
him in what he had to do. The account 
of his simple, beheving prayer for direc- 
tion, — of God's ready ear in listening to 
and answering his prayer just in the way 
he humbly proposed, and of the good 
success he had in his errand, is told in 
Gen. xxiv. The whole story is an in- 
stance of the truth of that promise, " In 
all thy ways acknowledge God, and He 
will direct thy paths/' 
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By this time it had become usual with 
some among the Patriarchs to build 
houses and live in them. It is thought 
that they may have occupied them only 
during the winter months; while in 
spring and summer time they moved 
about to different pasture-lands, or that 
the chief members of the family hved in 
houses, and the younger branches and 
servants of the household took charge of 
the flocks in the open country. Near 
Haran, the town where Nahor lived, there 
was a well of water. Eliezer rested at 
it, and made his camels kneel down, for 
this is their posture for taking rest. He 
prayed to God for direction, and soon 
after his prayer Rebekah, the beautiful 
granddaughter of Nahor, came out to 
perform the usual duty of women in 
drawing water. He asked her to give 
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him water to drink. She drew it with 
the greatest wUlingness, not for himself 
only, but for his camels. He had asked 
of God that the woman who should 
answer him as Rebekah had done should 
be the chosen wife of Isaac. And when 
the very answer he had suggested came 
from Rebekah's hps, he could not doubt 
that his prayer was already answered. 
He took out a handsome present of 
golden ornaments and gave them to her, 
asking her who she was*, and whether 
there was room enough in her father's 
dwelling to lodge himself and his men 
and camels. She told him there was, 
and that she was Nahor's granddaughter. 
Then Eliezer gave thanks to God for 
having guided him to the very house he 
wished to find, and Rebekah, hearing 
whose servant he was, hastened home +^ 
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and Laban her brother, how he had 
himself' prayed for direction, and how 
speedily his prayer was answered ; and 
he begged to know how they were dis- 
posed to receive the proposal. Both 
Bethuel and Laban were struck by the 
evident interference of God's Providence, 
and they answered, "The thing pro- 
ceedeth from the Lord : we cannot speak 
unto thee bad or good. Behold, Rebekah 
is before thee, take her, and go, and let 
her be thy master's son's wife, as the 
Lord hath spoken." 



CHAPTER VIII. 



CHABAITTXBS. — ANOTHER Fi 



Vert little more is told of the Patriarcli 
Abraham. He married another wife 
(Keturah), andhad six sons. When these 
grew up he gave each of them a share of 
his property, and sent them to the 
country east and south-east of Palestine, 
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and there they became heads of Arabian 
tribes. These were among the many 
nations of whom Abraham was promised 
to be the father. He died aged 175 
years, and was buried by the side of 
Sarah his wife in the Cave of Machpelah. 
Ishmael, as well as Isaac, was at the burial 
of his father, and as it is usual in the 
East to bury the body immediately after 
death, it is most probable that the son he 
had loved so well, and had been so much 
grieved to part from, was at his father's 
death-bed and received his blessing. 

Isaac's was a quiet, peaceful hfe. For 
twenty years d&ei his marriage he had 
no child, but he did not take any other 
wife than the beautiful Rebekah. He 
prayed to God for children, and after a 
long time his prayer was answered, and 
he had two sons Esau and Jacob. They 
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were fifteen years old when their grand- 
father Abraham died. They were very 
unlike in disposition and appearance. 
Esau had a rough and hairy skin, and liis 
name was given him on this account, for 
Esau means hairy — Jacob was a smooth 
man. Esau as he grew up showed that 
he had some generosity and strong affec- 
tions, but he was thoughtless and care- 
less, headstrong and wilful. Jacob was a 
quiet, gentle lad. His great fault was 
deceitfulness. He was his mother's fa- 
vourite, and she had had a promise firom 
God that he should be distinguished 
above his brother, for God said, " The 
elder shall serve the younger." Rebekah, 
instead of leaving it to God to advance 
Jacob as He saw best, made a plot to 
put her favourite forward, and gain for 
him the chief blessing. 
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Isaac loved Esau best. Esau was a 
hunter, he chased the wild deer and 
brought them home to his father, and 
** Isaac loved Esau, because he did eat of 
his venison." He hunted (it is supposed) 
on foot. Even the wild gazelle, the 
swiftest running animal, may be caught 
by an active young man, who is practised 
in such sports, because in no long time 
its great speed wearies it, so that it must 
stop to take breath, and the hunter can 
keep to one even pace with great perse- 
verance. But the great exertion of hunt- 
ing on foot will make a strong man 
faint and exhausted when it is over ; and 
one day, when Esau returned wearied and 
hungry, he saw his brother Jacob en- 
gaged in dressing some food that was 
much used in Egypt, and had been 
introduced &om that country. It was 
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the seed or bean of a little plant (the 
Eroum Lens) called the Lentile, which 
grows plentifully in hot sandy places and 
bears a pod, the seeds of which are of a 
tawny red colour. In ancient Egyptian 
paintings, cooks are represented preparing 
the lentile bean in a metal pot standing 
over a fire on the ground, while they stir 
the beans as they boil with a stick. 

Esau asked his brother to give him 
some of that Edom or red (calling the 
food by its colour) as he does not seem 
to have known what it was. Jacob, 
instead of giving instantly to his hungry 
brother as much as he could eat, took 
advantage of his faint condition to make 
a good bargain with him, and said he 
should have it if he would give up his 
birthright to him. The eldest son in a 
family in the Patriarchal times became, 
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when his father died, the chief of the 
tribe. He led the worship of God and 
offered sacrifices, and was honoured as 
the Priest. This was his birthright, but 
besides all these advantages, the birthright 
in the family of Abraham (which had 
been chosen by God for his own peculiar 
people) was still more valuable, for Abra- 
ham's son Isaac, when he became chief 
of the tribe, had had those promises re- 
peated to him which were first made to 
Abraham, the promise that the whole land 
of Canaan should in time be theirs, and 
that in their seed all the families of the 
earth should be blessed. 

Now Esau, who had set his mind upon 
the red pottage, and who, perhaps, had 
never taken much trouble to think how 
great an honour it would be to be the 
heir of God's promises, said, " Behold, T 



96 A SUNDAY BOOK 

am at the point to die, and what profit 
shall this birthright do to me ?" " Thus 
Esau despised his birthright/' and agreed 
to give it away to his brother Jacob, and 
he is called for this in Scripture, " a pro- 
fane person, who for one morsel of meat 
(or food) sold his birthright." (Heb. 
xii. 16.) 

From the word Edom which he used 
in asking for the food, he is called by that 
name more often than by his old name 
of Esau, and the people who descended 
from him are called Edomites. 

Canaan was stUl but little cultivated, 
and in consequence there was a famine, as 
there had been before in Abraham's time. 
Isaac set out with his household towards 
the south, intending (most likely) to go 
to Egypt as his father had done, for still 
the overflowing of the Nile had made 
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that land fertile. But he was forbidden 
by Grod to go to Egypt, and the same 
promises were made to him as to his 
father. So "Isaac dwelt in Gerar." 
Abimelech seems to have been the name 
of a race of Philistine kings, as Pharaoh 
was the name of a race of Egyptian 
kings, for a king of this name reigned 
at Gerar, in the time of Abraham, and in 
that of Isaac also. The captain of the 
host, or army, had also the same name as 
the former captain. He was called 
Phichol. Isaac, while at Gerar, had the 
same fears that his father had had, and 
deceived in the same way, giving out 
that Rebekah was his sister. In this 
instance the king discovered that Isaac 
had not told the truth, and he gave strict 
orders that neither Isaac nor his wife 
should be molested. Some of the land 
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round about Gerar belonged to Isaac 
because of the wells his father had dug 
there> and Isaac sowed in that land, and 
received in the same year a hundred- 
fold, for the Lord blessed him. The 
Phihstines grew jealous of him, and they 
broke the treaty which had been made 
with Abraham, and began to fill up the 
wells Abraham had dug. Then Isaac, 
who loved peace, moved further off, into 
the valley of Gerar, where his father had 
dug other wells. But he found that they 
had been already filled up. He re-opened 
them, and gave them again the same 
names that his father had given to them. 
After finishing this work he began to dig 
more. His people found a fine spring in 
the valley of Gerar. They dug and 
made a well there ; for this Abimelech's 
shepherds quarrelled, and Isaac named it 
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Esek, or contention. Further on he dug 
another, and agab met with opposition. 
This he named Sitnah, or hatred. Then 
further on he dug another, and no one 
disputed it with him, so he called it 
Rehoboth, or room, for now, said he, the 
** Lord hath made room for us." Isaac 
left his cattle to feed off the pasture near 
the well Rehoboth, and he travelled further 
south himself, till he came to Beersheba, 
the Well of the Oath, where Abraham his 
father had Uved so long, and where he 
had passed the days of his youth. Tra- 
vellers, who have lately seen this place, 
say that it still has the name of Bir-Seba, 
and that it is in an open coimtry, sur- 
rounded by swelling HUs, which, except 
in very dry seasons, are covered with grass 
and rich pasturage. "And the Lord 
appeared unto him the same night, and 
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said, I am the God of Abraham thy 
father : fear not, for I am with thee, and 
will bless thee, and multiply thy seed, for 
my servant Abraham's sake. And he 
builded an altar there, and called upon the 
name of the Lord, and pitched his tent 
there : and there Isaac's servants digged a 
well." 

Abimelech had not used Isaac honour- 
ably. He had broken the treaty made 
between the former king of the Philis- 
tines and Abraham. But when he found 
that IsQBC had left his neighbourhood, he 
went after him to Beersheba, taking with 
him Ahuzzath his friend, and Fhichol his 
chief captain. Isaac received them coolly, 
and said, " Wherefore come ye to me, see- 
ing ye hate me, and have sent me away 
from you?" 

Then they made excuses, pretending 
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that they had done him no injury, and 
intreating him to be at peace with them ; 
and he showed no resentment for their 
conduct, but made a feast for them that 
evening; and early the next morning 
"they departed from him in peace/' 
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Esau gave his parents much trouble by 
marrying Judith and Baahemath, two 
women of the tribe of the Hittites. The 
Arab tribes have so strong a family feel- 
ing, that they would always rather marry 
in their own clan than with strangers ; 
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and this tribe of the family of Abraham 
knew that they were called out from 
among the other tribes to be a separate 
people. The eldest son, therefore, if he 
had valued the favour of God, would have 
been very careful to learn from his father 
whether this marriage was such as God 
would have approved. 

But Esau, who had slighted his birth- 
right, now acted without his father's ad- 
vice, and gave him much grief, though 
nothing could shake his affection for him. 
At the age of 137 years Isaac became 
infirm, his eyesight failed, and he thought 
he was near his end. While he was in 
this condition, Rebekah made a scheme 
for the advancement of her favourite son. 

She persuaded Jacob to disguise him- 
self, so as to seem to his father like Esau ; 
and the scheme succeeded: so that ^^ 



104 A SUNDAY BOOK 

chief blessing was given to Jacob. But 
much suffering came upon the whole fa- 
mily in consequence of this wicked deceit. 
The peace of the household was broken 
up. Esau was so angry, that he threat- 
ened to kill his brother ; and Rebekah, 
fearful that he would carry out his 
threats, recommended Jacob to leave 
home, and to go for a time to her family 
in Haran, and she gave as a reason of 
his going there, that he might choose a 
wife of the same tribe, instead of marry- 
ing as Esau had done. When Abraham's 
chief servant had been sent on this jour- 
ney years before, he had a train of camels, 
and servants went with him to attend on 
him. But Jacob, instead of having the 
honourable attendance of some of his 
father's household, had to go in a secret 
way, like one disgraced, that he might the 
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better escape from his angry brother. 
Eebekah never again saw her favourite 
son, and lost the gentle kindness which 
would have comforted her later years. 
So " Jacob went out from Beersheba, and 
went toward Haran ; " — alone and deso- 
late, and no doubt much burdened with 
sad thoughts, on account of the sin which 
had made this jomney necessary. 

After some days' travelling (for the dis- 
tance was sixty miles), he reached Luz. 
There were large plantations of almond- 
trees there, and it took its name Luz 
from this circumstance. 

When at night, after his fetiguing 
journey on foot, he lay down to sleep in 
this sohtary place, God, who watchei 
over him and pitied him, refreshed hir 
in his sleep by a dream and vision, whici 
showed that he was not so lonely as ^ 
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seemed to be. In Jacob's whole history we 
see that God " visited his offences with a 
rod. and his sins with scourges;" yet He 
did not take away His lovingkindness 
from him. Now, as he lay asleep, Jacob 
'' dreamed, and, behold, a ladder set up 
on the earth, and the top of it reached to 
heaven : and, behold, the angels of God 
ascending and descending on it. And, 
behold, the Lord stood above it, and 
said, I am the Lord Grod of Abraham thy 
father, and the God of Isaac : the land 
whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, 
and to thy seed. And thy seed shall be 
as the dust of the earth i and thou shalt 
spread abroad to the west, and to the 
east, and to the north, and to the south : 
and in thee, and in thy seed, shall all the 
famiUes of the earth be blessed. And, 
behold, I, am with thee, and will keep 
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thee in all places whither thou goest, and 
will bring thee again into this land ; for I 
will not leave thee until I have done that 
which I have spoken to thee of. And 
Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, 
Surely the Lord is in this place, and I 
knew it not. And he was afraid, and 
said. How dreadful is this place ! this is 
none other but the house of God, and 
this is the gate of heaven. 

*' And Jacob rose up early in the morn- 
ing, and took the stone that he had put 
for his pillows, and set it up for a pillar, 
and poured oil upon the top of it. And 
he called the name of that place Beth-el 
(the house of God) : but the name of that 
city was called Luz at the first.'' The 
custom of setting up stones for altars 
where God was worshipped, and also to 
mark places where any particular eve' 
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had taken place, that the exact spot 
might be remembered, was very common 
in patriarchal times. There are traces of 
this custom in many parts of the world. 

In our own country, large and heavy 
stones, which must have been brought 
with great labour from distances, have 
been set up. When the people left off 
to worship the true God, and became 
idolaters, they made use of the same kind 
of altars for their false worship. 

Jacob went on his journey, and in 
time came to Haran, where his mother 
Rebekah had passed her early life ; and 
when he drew near to the well of Haran, 
the usual evening employment of water- 
ing the flocks was about to begin. He 
talked to the shepherds, and found from 
them that he was very near his mother's 
home. They told him that his uncle 
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Laban was well, and that he had a 
daughter Rachel, who kept the flocks ; 
and soon after, Rachel came herself with 
her flock of sheep to the well. Jacob 
made haste to take the labour of water- 
ing the flock on himself, and then he 
kissed Rachel, and told her that he was 
her own cousin. Laban received his 
nephew kindly; and Jacob, in return, 
made himself so useful in paying atten- 
tion to the flocks and herds, that Laban 
saw he should get a good assistant by 
keeping him. 

Jacob had from the first been pleased 
with Rachel, and when he knew more of 
her he loved her tenderly. It is cus- 
tomary in the East, that when a man 
marries, he should bestow large presents 
on his wife's family. Jacob had no pro- 
perty of his own; therefore, instead o^ 
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making a gift, he agreed to work for 
Laban, as one of his shepherds, for seven 
years, and at the end of that time it was 
promised that Rachel should be his wife. 
This long service " seemed to Jacob but 
a few days, for the love he had to Rachel/' 
But Laban, who turned out in the 
end to be a selfish and hard master, 
deceived him by giving him his eldest 
daughter Leah to be his wife. When 
Jacob complained of the injustice he 
had done him, Laban said that he should 
have Rachel also if he would serve him 
another seven years. And Jacob did so, 
and married both sisters. He had two 
other wives besides Leah and Rachel. 
Rachel was always the best beloved of 
any. At the end of fourteen years, he 
had a family of eleven sons and one 
daughter. Rachel was the mother of 
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only one of all these sons. Her child's 
name was Joseph. He was the youngest 
of the eleven, and more precious to his 
father than all the rest. 

Jacob now had a strong wish to leave 
Haran, and form a clan of his own. But 
Laban did not like to part with so useful 
a servant, particularly as he had found 
that, under the care of Jacob, his flocks 
and herds had increased, and he had 
become more prosperous than ever he 
was before; and the reason of this he 
knew to be that God blessed Jacob, 
for Jacob had never forgotten the vision 
at Luz, and the vow he then made. 
Jacob was prevailed on not to go, and 
he remained six years longer. During 
that time he was paid for his services by 
having a share of the cattle for his own. 
His possessions increased, and Labaa's 
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sons envied him. Laban, too^ was un- 
friendly, and grudged him his prosperity. 

Then Jacob again thought of leaving 
Haran altogether. He was distressed in 
his mind at the treatment he met with. 
In his perplexity he again had a dream, 
and was directed by God as to what he 
ought to do. A voice said unto him, 
** I am the God of Beth-el, where thou 
anointedst the piUar, and where thou 
vowedst a vow unto me. Now, arise, 
get thee out from this land, and return 
unto the land of thy kindred." 

He found that Leah and Rachel were 
very willing to go, for they, too, had 
suffered from their father's covetousness. 
He knew that Laban would oppose his 
going, he therefore ^' set his sons and his 
wives upon camels ; and carried away all 
his cattle, and all his goods which he had 
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gotten, and the cattle of his getting/* 
and left Haran secretly, while Laban was 
absent from home at a sheep-shearing. 
He travelled westward three days, passing 
over the river Euphrates, and then going 
on in a south-westward direction towards 
Mount Gilead. It was not till the third 
day that Laban heard that he had left, and 
then he gathered together the men of 
his household, and set out to pursue him ; 
and after seven days' journey he "over- 
took him in Mount Gilead/* liaban was 
no doubt full of anger against Jacob, and 
intended to compel him to come back, 
but he was checked by a remarkable 
dream, in which God commanded that 
he should Ho nothing to injure him. 
When he therefore came to Jacob's 
encampment and met him, he did not 
dare to speak angrily to him. He told 
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him of the command he had received in 
the dream, and only mildly reproached him 
for having left Haran in so secret a man- 
ner, without any leave-taking, pretending 
that he would have readily given him 
permission to go, and sent him away 
honourably, " with mirth, and with songs, 
with tabret, and with harp." He accused 
Jacob of having stolen his gods, and 
thus we find that the descendants of 
Terah still worshipped images, as they 
had done in Abraham's time. 

The name of Teraphim was given to 
small idols, and it is thought that they 
were so named from Terah, who. invented 
them. It was true that Laban's gods 
were taken — ^Rachel had stolen them. 
She concealed them, so that when the 
tents were searched they could nowhere 
be found. 
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Jacob was very angry at what he con- 
sidered his father-in-law's unjust sus- 
picion, and though his temper was 
naturally mild and patient, in his anger 
he now told Laban something of the 
hardships he had had to endure while he 
was serving him, and how in the midst of 
it all he was treated with niggardly injus- 
tice. What he said shows that the life 
of a shepherd was one of much danger 
and disquiet. " In the day" (he said) 
'Hhe drought consumed me, and the 
frost by night; and my sleep departed 
from mine eyes. Thus have I been 
twenty years in thy house ; I served 
thee fourteen years for thy two daughters, 
and six years for thy cattle : and thou 
hast changed my wages ten times. 
Except the God of my father, the God 
of Abraham, and the fear of Isaac, had 
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been with me, surely thou hadst sent me 
away now empty. God hath seen mine 
affliction, and the labour of my hands, 
and rebuked thee yesternight." Laban 
reminded him of what he had gained in 
Haran, and pointed to his family and 
the number of his cattle, which had aU 
been obtained there, and then he pro- 
posed that they should make a peaceful 
agreement with one another. 

Jacob set up a stone to mark the place, 
and piled up a heap of stones near it, 
and then all the company sat down to 
eat and drink together. The single stone, 
or pillar, was named Mizpah, or Watch- 
tower, to remind both that the watchful 
eye of God was on them, and that " He 
would watch when they were absent one 
from another." Laban gave the Syrian 
name of Jegar-sahadutha to the heap, and 
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Jacob called it Galeed. Both names 
meant the same thing — " Witness-heap." 
It had been a silent witness that they 
ate and drank together in friendliness, 
and in the sight of God, mentioning His 
Holy Name, and calling on Him to witness. 
Laban, on his part, promised that he 
would do no harm to Jacob ; and Jacob 
that he never would be unkind to Leah 
and Rachel, and would take no other 
wives besides them. After this, Jacob 
offered sacrifice to God, and the next 
morning early Laban took his leave and 
returned to his own home. 



CHAPTER X. 

'S AHSIETT. — BE TAKBB BTEFS TO FAOIFI H 



SETTLES KBAB BHSCSEX. 

After Laban was gone, Jacob went on 
towards the south, and when he en- 
camped he had another vision; for as 
" Jacob went on his way, the angels of 
God met him. Andwhen Jacob saw them, 
he said, This is God's host : and he called 
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the name of that place Mahanaim/' a 
word meaning two camps ; as if, besides 
his own, he had the vision of another 
camp sent by God to protect him. David 
may have thought of this when he said, 
" The angels of God encamp romid about 
them that fear Him." " Blessed is he that 
hath the God of Jacob for his help." Jacob 
had need of help. He had but got over 
one trouble in parting with Labau ; a 
much deeper anxiety % on Ms mind. 

It was long indeed since he had 
deceived his aged father, and provoked 
the anger of his brother Esau, and be- 
come a fugitive from his own home. 

Yet now that he was returning to the 
land of his birth, all these early events 
came afiresh across his mind. He had 
always, been a man of peace, and now he 
had a large defenceless company unde^ 
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his charge, and among them those who 
were dearer to him than life ; and as he 
moved slowly along among the moun- 
tains of Gilead, he thought of Esau, 
whose temper and early training had 
been so different to his own. Esau had 
delighted in the bodily exercises which 
fit men for wai&re, and he had now be- 
come the head of a tribe. He could 
gather and arm four hundred men to 
meet an enemy ; and Jacob dreaded lest 
his spirit of revenge should be unsub- 
dued. He knew that he had no defence 
against such a force as this, and that he 
and his wives and Uttle ones might be 
killed, and his cattle driven away by the 
conquerors. He considered what would 
be the best way to soften Esau's heart 
towards him, if he still felt angrily. He 
had sent messengers towards Seir where 
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Esau and his tribe were now living. It 
was a country to the south of the Dead 
Sea. The messengers were directed to 
tell his brother of what he had been 
doing since last they met. That he had 
ever since been with Laban, and had now 
obtained wealth. In Isaac's blessing to 
his two sons, he had pronounced Jacob 
the superior, and had said that Esau 
should serve him. Lest Esau should 
now think that his brother was coming 
to lord it over him, he desired the mes- 
sengers to speak with humility. They 
were to say ** Thy servant Jacob " saith, 
&c., and to beg that he might find grace 
or favour in the sight of his brother. 

The only reply he received when the 
messengers returned was, that Esau was 
coming to meet him with four hundred 
men. Jacob was greatly afraid and dis- 
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tressed. He divided his company into 
two parts, or bands, that if Esau should 
arrive suddenly and do violence to one 
party, the other might have some hope of 
escape. Then he prayed earnestly and 
heartily to God that he might be de- 
livered from the anger of Esau, and said, 
'' O God of my father Abraham, and 
God of my father Isaac, the Lord which 
saidst unto me. Return unto thy country 
and to thy kindred, and I will deal weU 
with thee : I am not worthy of the least 
of aU the mercies, and of aU the truth, 
which Thou hast showed unto Thy ser- 
vant; for with my staff I passed over 
this Jordan ; and now I am become two 
bands. Deliver me, I pray Thee, from 
the hand of my brother, from the hand of 
Esau : for I fear him, lest he wiU come 
and smite me, and the mother with the 
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children. And Thou saidst, I will surely 
do thee good, and make thy seed as the 
sand of the sea, which cannot be num- 
bered for multitude.'* 

The river Jabbok, a stream of the 
Jordan, which might be easily forded, 
lay between Jacob and his brother. After 
praying to God, he separated from his 
flocks and herds a noble present for his 
brother. "Two hundred she-goats and 
twenty he-goats, two hundred ewes and 
twenty rams, thirty milch-camels, with 
their colts, forty kine and ten buUs, 
twenty she-asses and ten foals." The 
milch-camels and their colts were spe- 
cially valuable. This generous present 
was divided out into droves. Jacob di- 
rected the drivers to cross the stream and 
to keep apart from one another. The 
foremost, when he met Esau and his 
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company, was to say that he had brought 
a present from " his servant Jacob/' and 
that Jacob himself was behind; and all 
the other drivers as they joined the first 
were to make the same speech. 

When he had sent the present away, 
he saw all his household and the rest of 
his property safely over the brook, and 
then he remained alone that night, and 
could not sleep. He passed his time in 
earnest prayer, and had again a wonder- 
ful revelation from the unseen world (see 
Gen. xxxii. 24-32). His earnest prayer 
was not made in vain ; God had pity on 
him, and blessed him, and, as a mark of 
His favour, gave him a new name. He 
was now no longer to be called Jacob 
(which means heel, and supplanter), but 
Israel, or Prince, because (it was said), 
"As a prince hast thou power with 
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God and with men, and hast pre- 
vailed." 

He called the name of the spot where 
this happened Peniel, or the Face of God ; 
for he said, " I have seen God face to 
face, and my life is preserved." 

By the time he had crossed over, Esau 
and his four hundred men were drawing 
iiear. He had placed his family in such 
a way, as that Rachel and Joseph should 
be hindermost, in the place of greatest 
safety. Jacob went forward alone to 
meet his brother, bowing very low, after 
the Eastern fashion of doing honour to a 
superior. Instead of the angry and re- 
sentful look he had feared to meet from 
Esau, his brother's eyes were full of 
tears ; he ran to meet Jacob, and fell on 
his neck and kissed him ; and they wept. 
No doubt the remembrance of the days 
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of their childhood came over the hearts 
of both of them, and then the separation 
and estrangement of many years. 

The temper of the two brothers to- 
wards one another was altogether changed 
from the days when each strove to get 
the best for himself. Esau wished to re- 
fuse Jacob's large and valuable present, 
saying, "I have enough, my brother; 
keep that thou hast unto thyself." 

But Jacob insisted that he should take 
it. They were entirely reconciled, but 
still their habits of life were so different 
that when Esau proposed that his fol- 
lowers should join Jacob's company, and 
that all should go at once to his home in 
the land of Seir, Jacob excused himself. 
He would not even permit his brother to 
leave a few men with him as a guard. 
Most likely he feared that quarrels might 
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arise between his shepherds and Esau's 
clansmen, and that as peace had now 
been made, they had better separate 
that it might not be broken. The 
brothers parted, and Esau expected that 
Jacob would follow him slowly to Seir. 
But he did not do so. He went towards 
the main stream of the Jordan. Instead 
of crossing at once, he halted for about 
six months at a place afterwards named 
Succoth (or booths), from the booths he 
put up there for his cattle. He then 
crossed the Jordan, and came to Shalem, 
a city of Shechem, and in this neighbour- 
hood he settled for some time. He could 
not encamp where he pleased, as his 
grandfather Abraham had done. The 
country was more populous ; the people 
had settled property of their own, and 
there was less spare land. Before Jaco^ 
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settled, lie purchased a piece of ground 
from Hamor, Shechem's father, and as 
soon as he had settled, he made an altar 
to God, and called it El-elohe-Israel — ^the 
God of Israel. He also dug a well there, 
which was known afterwards as Jacob's 
well. This was the well where our 
Saviour sat to rest when He talked with 
the woman of Samaria, and the spot is 
still shown to travellers in the Holy 
Land. 



CHAPTER XI. 
JACOB LI4TBI sHBcamr. — ooss to ssm-a. — dzbobah 
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MOUNT SEiB. — Jacob's sohb, thbib osqeltt. — josiph 

IB BOLD.— THB FAMIKE IN CANAAK. — JACOB'b ?iiWLT 
BIHOVn TO OOBEtir.— TEB DSATH OP JACOB.— KI8 
BUBIAL. — THB DEATH OP JOSEPH. 

There arose a quarrel between Jacob's 
sons and the Shechemites, owing to the 
wicked conduct of the son of Hamor, the 
chief of Shechem. 

Simeon and Levi, two of Jacob's sons, 
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resolved to punish him. They attacked 
the city of Shechem, killed all the men of 
the place, and carried away captive the 
women and children. They also took 
possession of the cattle, and all the goods 
that they could find. This was another 
great trouble for Jacob. He had lived 
there eight years, and was respected by 
the people, and now he much feared that 
the neighbouring tribes would rise up 
and make an attack upon him and his 
household in revenge. But he was mis- 
taken ; it was God's intention still to pro- 
tect him. " And God said unto Jacob, 
Arise, go up to Beth-el, and dwell there : 
and make there an altar unto God, that 
appeared unto thee when thou fleddest 
from the face of Esau thy brother." 
In travelling to Beth-el, he could not fail 
to pass by the dwellings of the Hivite 
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clans, whom he had so much dreaded, 
but they did nothing to hurt him, for 
" the terror of God was upon the cities 
that were round about them, and they did 
not pursue after the sons of Jacob." 
Before Jacob had set out on this journey, 
he ordered that no idols should be car- 
ried to Beth-el by any of his people. 
Among the old Jewish traditions, it is 
said that the sons of Jacob had got pos- 
session of the idols when they seized, the 
other wealth of the Shechemites, and that 
the ear-pendants of these Hivites had the 
likeness of their idols on them. Most 
likely these ornaments were worn as a 
kind of charm to keep off diseases and 
other evils, just as amulets are worn for 
these purposes even now among the 
heathen. The Scripture does not tell 
what was done with the captive women 
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and children who were made widows and 
orphans by the sword of Sinaeon and 
Levi ; but, perhaps, it was to this part of 
his company that Jacob spoke when he 
said, "Put away the strange gods that 
are among you." " And they gave unto 
Jacob all the strange gods which were 
in their hand, and all their ear-rings 
which were in their ears, and Jacob 
hid them under the oak which was by 
Shechem." 

Jacob also gave orders that they 
should cleanse themselves, and change 
their clothes, so that all might go in good 
order to worship God at Beth-el • This is 
the first time that we read in the Bible 
of a direction given to cleanse the body 
before worshipping God. Afterwards, 
when the people of Israel had many rules 
given them, frequent washings were com- 
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manded. The company travelled south- 
wards to Beth-el, and when Jacob reached 
that place and rested there, the remem- 
brance of all his former life must have 
come very strongly before his mind. No 
doubt his thoughts travelled back to the 
time when — alone in that place and 
desolate — Grod refreshed him by that 
wonderful vision of angels, and after- 
wards by promises of fatherly care. He 
would call to mind how little he had asked 
for, and how much he had received. 

He had asked for food and clothing, 
and that he might one day return to his 
father's house in peace : he had received 
wives and children, flocks and herds, 
men-servants and women-servants. His 
heart must have filled with gratitude 
and love to think how good a God he 
had served. He had had afflictions too^ 
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herds. But only one encampment is men- 
tioned in Scripture, between Beth-el and 
Mamre. This was near Ephrath, after- 
wards called Bethlehem (the birth-place 
of our blessed Saviour). Before he had 
quite reached this place a most heavy 
affiction befell him. His best-beloved 
wife Rachel died. Before her death she 
gave the name of Benoni, or son of my 
sorrow, to her youngest boy, who was just 
born; but this very sad name, which 
would so much grieve the father's heart, 
was not made use of by Jacob, who called 
the young child Benjamin, or son of my 
right hand. Rachel's first-bom son 
Joseph was grown to be a lad when his 
little brother Benjamin was bom. 

Rachel was buried near the spot where 
she had died, and her husband set up a 
pillar to mark her grave. The spot is 
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still shown to travellers in the Holy 
Land. 

Jacob travelled on to Mamre, where 
Isaac lived. No account is given of the 
►meeting of the father and son. Isaac died 
at the age of 180 years, and both his 
sons were at his burial. They were 
wealthy before their father's death, and 
now that they inherited his possessions 
also, they could not have Uved together 
in Canaan on account of the large extent 
of pasturage that they would have needed 
for their cattle. Esau therefore resolved 
to make Mount Seir his settled home, 
and Jacob settled at Mamre, where his 
father had died. 

It was no longer needful that he should 
travel about to find new pasture for his 
flocks when they had grazed the land 
in the vale of Hebron, For he had 
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grown-up sons who could take this care 
off him. 

But though they could attend to their 
father's property, and thus be useful to 
him, they often pained his heart by their 
headstrong and wilful conduct. There 
was, however, one among them different 
in character from the rest. This was his 
beloved Rachel's eldest son Joseph. He 
had been given to her in answer to her 
earnest prayers to God, and Jacob loved 
him beyond all the rest, and showed hiin 
more favour than he showed to the 
others ; he gave him a better dress than 
his brothers, as one mark of his favour, 
" a coat of many colours," made of some 
rich eastern fabric, in which great taste is 
displayed in mingling rich and brilliant 
tints. There grew up a jealous feeling 
between the elder brothers and the 
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favourite ; and this was increased when 
they found that if they did evil while out 
of their father's sight (tending the flocks 
in distant pastures) Joseph would tell 
their father, when he came home, what 
they had done. Joseph excited their 
jealousy in another way. He had dreams, 
which seemed to show that though he 
was the youngest but one, he should in 
the end be greater than any of them. 
Even Jacob was not pleased to find that 
the dreams of his favourite son were 
such as exalted him above his brothers, 
and even his father and mother. 

Joseph was seventeen years of age, 
and Isaac had been dead nearly three 
years when his sons went back to Shechem 
to feed their father's flock there. Joseph 
remained at home with his father, and 
after a time his father sent him to see 
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whether his brothers were safe and well. 
He could not find them when he reached 
Shechem, but was directed northward to 
a place called Dothan, and there he found 
them. They knew him at a distance by 
his many-coloured garment. And their 
evil passions rose so high that they plotted 
together to murder him, and then (said 
they) " we shall see what will become of 
his dreams/' 

Reuben, Leah's eldest son, was the only 
one among his brothers who had any pity 
for him. He proposed that for the pre- 
sent Joseph should be put into a deep pit 
that he might not escape, and then they 
could consider what should be done with 
him further. Reuben hoped that while 
his brothers were considering the matter 
he should find some way of saving 
Joseph. It is customary in the East to 
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dig deep pits for the reception of rain- 
water, and in the summer season they 
are often dry. Neglected wells also, 
partly filled with rubbish, are met with. 
Into a pit of this kind Joseph was let 
down, and he had not been long in it 
before a party of Arabian traders were 
seen approaching. These men had their 
camels loaded with the spices and per- 
fumes of the distant East. They were 
on their way to Egypt, a country which 
was then civilised and luxurious, and had 
generally so abundant a supply of com 
that other countries which were rich in 
gems and spices exchanged these costly 
productions for part of the harvests of 
Egypt. Judah (Leah's fourth son), as 
soon as he saw the traveUing caravan of 
merchants, thought of a way of getting 
rid of Joseph. He proposed that instear* 
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of murderiog their brother, they should 
sell him to the Ishmaelites. He would 
be carried away to slavery in Egjrpt^ and 
they would see no more of him; and 
besides this, they would gain something 
by the bargain. Reuben was not in the 
way while this went on, but aH the rest 
of the brothers agreed to it, and they 
took Joseph out of the pit and sold him 
for twenty pieces of silver. They would 
not Usten to him when he besought them 
not to treat him so cruelly. They had 
no pity on him, when they saw "the 
anguish of his soul" at the thought of 
being separated from his kind father and 
his home, and sent into slavery among 
strangers. (See Gen. xlii. 21.) He was 
now gone, and they had kept his robe of 
many colours. They killed a kid and 
dipped the garment in its bipod, that they 
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might deceive their father by pretending 
that they had found Joseph's coat in this 
state, and that they thought some wQd 
beast must have killed him ; and when 
Jacob saw it, and said in an agony, " It 
is my son's coat ; an evil beast hath de- 
voured him; Joseph is without doubt 
rent in pieces," these wicked men car- 
ried on their deceit still further, and 
instead of confessing what they had done, 
and in pity to their father telling him 
that Joseph was yet alive, they pretended 
to be very much grieved too, and they 
all rose up to comfort him, but he 
refused to be comforted, and he said, 
*' For I wiU go down into the grave unto 
my son mourning." 

The "God of Jacob" saw Joseph in 
his distress, and took care of him ; and in 
a very wonderful and unexpected way 
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the dreams of his early life were in due 
time fulfilled, so that from being a slave 
and a prisoner in Egypt, he was raised 
to be next in rank to Pharaoh the king. 
About twenty years after Joseph had 
been sold as a slave, a heavy aflSiction 
came upon the family of Jacob in Canaan. 
There was so grievous a famine there, 
and in the neighbouring countries, that the 
people had no bread to eat. Then the 
sons of Jacob went down into Egypt to 
buy corn. They little thought when they 
stood before the man who directed all 
the affairs of that country, that it was 
their own brother Joseph, and that when 
they bowed down in his presence they were 
fulfilling the dreams that they had so 
hated to hear. Joseph knew them, and 
he subjected them to various trials, to find 
out whether their character was altered 
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since he lived with them twenty years 
ago. He found that the sin they had 
committed was fresh in their minds, 
though so long a time had passed ; and 
when he treated them roughly their con- 
sciences were troubled, " And they said 
one to another. We are verily guilty con- 
cerning our brother, in that we saw 
the anguish of his soul, when he besought 
us, and we would not hear ; therefore is 
this distress come upon us/' Joseph 
tried to see whether they had as little 
affection for their brother Benjamin as 
they had had for him. He found that they 
were so much changed that Judah (who 
had proposed the sale of Joseph) would 
now have given himself up as a slave to 
save his brother Benjamin. After taking 
these wise measures to find out their 
true characters, Joseph was satisfied. H^ 

L 
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then told tliem who he was, and freely 
forgave them for their croehy towards 
him. But they coold not easily foi^e 
themselves ; and after the death of their 
father they feared that Joseph might in 
some way revenge himself on them. 
They did not know the kindness that 
was in his heart towards them, mitil 
again ^'he comforted them, and spake 
kindly nnto them." 

He had sent for his &ther and the 
whole household, and had got permission 
from King Pharaoh that they should live 
in Goshen, a very fertile part of the land 
of Egypt, and there they all settled in 
peace, and Jacob died at a good old age, 
greatly comforted, after the many afflic- 
tions of his life, to have his favourite son 
near him in his latter end. Jacob had 
known all that had ever been foretold by 
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God to his father Isaac and his grand- 
father Abraham, for all the first part of 
Genesis which contains their history was 
in his memory. No doubt he often re- 
peated what he knew in his own family, 
and his sons when they married, and had 
children of their own, did the same, for 
none of it was as yet written down, and 
no one could go to a book to refresh his 
memory if he had forgotten any part of, 
it. In one of the prophecies which God 
made to Abraham, he had said that his 
descendants should live as strangers in 
a land that was not theirs. This pro- 
phecy had already come true, when Jacob 
and all his sons, with their wives and 
children, removed fipom Canaan to Goshen. 
It had also been foretold to Abraham 
that they would be aflfliicted by the people 
among whom they came to live, and that 

L 2 
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after four hundred years had gone by, 
that nation would be judged or punished 
by God, and His people would be 
brought out of it, and would have for 
their own the land of Canaan. As yet 
nothing but kindness had been shown to 
Jacob's family. The king himself had 
so great a respect for Joseph, that he jdid 
honour to all his family ; and they lived 
at first in peace and plenty at Goshen. 
But Jacob knew that the word of his 
God, and the God of his fathers, was the 
truth ; and before he died his eyes were 
wonderfully opened to see the time when 
the descendants of his sons should take 
possession of Canaan. So that he was 
able as a prophet to foretell the exact 
portion of that land which should be 
occupied by each of the tribes, who 
should be named after his sons. To 
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prove how entirely lie believed God's 
word, he ordered his sons not to bury 
him in Gosheo ; but after his death to 
carry his body into Canaan, and there to 
place it in the cave of Machpelah, beside 
the remains of Abraham and Sarah, 
Isaac and Rebekah, and his own first 
wife Leah. 

It was the custom in Egypt to embalm 
the bodies of the dead. The body was 
saturated in a prepanrtion which pre- 
♦•nted its decay, and afterwards wound 
■OtBftd with many cloths, all prepared with 
n this way the 
ireserved, so that 
o dust. Joseph 
to embalm the 
is way, and when 
hat the venerable 
ere was a general 
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mourning for him in Egypt, which lasted 
seventy days. Joseph then asked per- 
mission of the king to go himself with 
the body of his father to Canaan, and 
bury it there. And Pharaoh granted his 
request, and a very great company were 
appointed to go with him on his journey 
— ^the chief officers of the royal household, 
the grandees of the kingdom of Egypt, 
with their chariots and horsemen. It 
seems probable that they did not go to 
Canaan by the most direct way, but that 
they took their journey through Edom 
and Moab, and entered Canaan by cross- 
ing the river Jordan. The Edomites 
(Esau's descendants) were friendly with 
the Israelites at this time, and so most 
likely were the Moabites, as they were 
also nearly related to the family of 
Abraham. But the Philistines who dwelt 
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at the southern part of Canaan — ^if (as it 
is thought) they were descendants of the 
shepherd kings who had usurped the 
throne of Egypt, and afterwards had been 
driven out — ^would, perhaps, have gathered 
an army when they saw their old enemies 
approaching, and have opposed their en- 
trance into Canaan. After crossing the 
Jordan, the cavalcade marched three 
miles beyond it into the plains of Jericho. 
They rested in a large open threshing- 
floor, surrounded by a low wall. It 
was called the threshing-floor of Atad. 
Here they set up a loud and wild lament, 
and the sound of their cry might be 
heard far beyond the plain. It was 
a "great and very sore lamentation/' 
and the Canaanites knew it for an 
Egyptian mourning, for the wailing of 
that people for the dead was more 
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doleful than that of other nations. 
" When it was a public mourning as for 
a king '' (an historian says), " they went 
about twice a day, in companies of two 
or three hundred, uttering doleful lament- 
ations, and chanting the praises of the 
deceased in mournful verse." Here, in 
the threshing-floor of Atad, Jacob's sons 
and their Egyptian friends mourned at 
intervals for seven days. Then they 
marched southward to Hebron, and 
having reached the cave of Machpelah, 
laid the body of Jacob there by the side 
of his ancestors. They then returned to 
Egypt. Joseph lived fifty-four years 
longer, and, before he died, believing, as 
his father had done, that his own and his 
brothers' descendants would one day 
possess Canaan, — "By faith Joseph, 
when he died, made mention of the de- 
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parting of the children of Israel ; and 
gave commandment concerning his 
bones" (or his body). He was embalmed, 
as his father had been, and put into a 
coffin in Eg3rpt. But though his family 
did not carry him at once into Canaan, 
his dying wish was remembered. Years 
passed by, and the services of Joseph 
were forgotten by the Egyptians and 
their kings ; and the Israelites at Goshen, 
whose numbers had greatly increased, 
were made slaves by another Pharaoh, 
who "knew not Joseph." Then God 
raised up a remarkable man of the tribe 
of Levi, who delivered the people from 
their bondage, after the Egyptians had 
been "judged" or punished, as it was 
foretold to Abraham that they would be. 
This Levite, Moses, led them away from 
the land where they had suffered so 
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severely, and he " took the bones of 
Joseph with him: for he had straitly 
sworn the children of Israel, saying, Grod 
will surely visit you ; and ye shall carry 
op my bones away hence with you." 
(Exodus xiii. 19.) 
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